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" . . . it is essential to devote a great deal of attention to the study of 
the structures of different languages. At first glance it might seem 
that this is a subject linguistic scholars have always dealt with, and 
that no special problems raise themselves in this connection. Yet, 
when we consider how the structure of particular languages have 
been studied so far and how they ought to be studied, it becomes 
at once clear that, in fact, we are faced with a momentous question 
of prime importance for linguistics." 
Sôerba, 1945, 6 

